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 9:30–9:45 am Welcome and opening remarks
  christina ferando, head of research, ycba 

 9:45–10:45 am   Keynote — Art, Museum, Nation: Building Collections Today
  moderator: lucinda lax, interim head of the curatorial division, ycba

This keynote conversation asks how museums can serve the needs of both local  

and international constituents. What does it mean to present a global collection in  

a national context? Conversely, what should the mission of a national museum  

be in a globalized world? YCBA curator Lucinda Lax leads a discussion on building 

and stewarding heritage art collections in the twenty-first century. 

  Keynote speakers

andrea bayer, deputy director for collections and administration, 
metropolitan museum of art

christine riding, director of collections and research,  
national gallery, london

 10:45–11 am Break

 11 am – 12 pm  Session One — Art, Museum, Nation in Exhibitions and Display 
moderator: tim barringer, paul mellon professor of the history  
of art, yale university 

In this session, curators based in Canada, the United Kingdom, and the United States 

reflect on the potential of exhibitions to advance inclusive and critical definitions of 

national artistic canons. How are curators using museum display to alter or challenge 

established ideas of Canadian, British, and American art?

  Discussants

patricia allerston, deputy director and chief curator,  
national galleries of scotland

horace d. ballard, theodore e. stebbins jr. curator  
of american art, harvard art museums 

julie crooks, curator, arts of global africa and the diaspora,  
art gallery of ontario

 12–1:30 pm Lunch break
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 1:30–2:30 pm  Session Two — Art, Museum, Nation in the History of Art  
  and Museums   

moderator: sria chatterjee, head of research initiatives,  
paul mellon centre for studies in british art 

This conversation looks to the past, addressing how Enlightenment-era ideas 

of progress and race shaped the construction of public museums in North America 

and Europe. Discussants will consider the impact of imperialism and scientific  

racism on modern museum practice and ask what institutions can do to acknowl-

edge and combat these forces. 

  Discussants

nana adusei-poku, assistant professor of history of art  
and african american studies, yale university 

andrew mcclellan, professor of history of art and architecture, 
tufts university

marina tyquiengco, ellyn mccolgan associate curator  
of native american art, museum of fine arts, boston 

 2:30–2:45 pm Break

 2:45–3:45 pm    Session Three — Art, Museum, Nation: New Futures   
moderator: anni a. pullagura, margaret and terry stent  
associate curator of american art, high museum of art 

Building on the previous session, the symposium’s closing discussion looks to the 

future of “the nation” in the art museum. How can the lenses of national identity 

and history be mobilized toward new and productive ends? What other interpretive 

frameworks can museums use to complement and complicate ideas of nationality 

and nationhood? 

  Discussants

mark mitchell, holcombe t. green curator of american paintings 
and sculpture, yale university art gallery 

stephanie sparling williams, andrew w. mellon curator  
of american art, brooklyn museum 

linsey young, independent curator and phd candidate,  
royal college of art 

 3:45–4 pm     Closing remarks 
kishwar rizvi, robert lehman professor in the history of art, 
islamic art and architecture, yale university  

 4–5 pm Reception

  Library Court


