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turner today symposium

	 10:15–10:30 am	 Welcome and opening remarks
		  christina ferando, head of research, ycba 

	 10:30–11:30 am  	 Panel One: Transatlantic Turner — Reputation and Reception 
moderator: tim barringer, paul mellon professor of the history  
of art, yale university 

Turner established a significant reputation in North America in his lifetime and 
still draws considerable attention from American museums. This panel brings 
together curators from the Frick Collection, J. Paul Getty Museum, and Metro-
politan Museum of Art  to explore Turner’s transatlantic appeal in the past  
and present. How has Turner been introduced to, and understood by, American 
audiences? What factors cemented Turner’s reputation in the United States  
and how does his storied reputation affect the way we present and represent  
his work today? 

		  Discussants

julian brooks, senior curator and head of the department  
of drawings, j. paul getty museum 

alison hokanson, curator, metropolitan museum of art 

aimee ng, john updike curator, frick collection 

	 11:30–11:45 pm	 Break

	 11:45 am – 12:45 pm 	 Panel Two: Turner’s Atmospheric Topography
moderator: lucinda lax, interim head of curatorial division, ycba

How are Turner’s paintings being reinterpreted amid current ecological crises? 
This panel situates Turner’s interest in particular locations, and the specifics  
of place, within the broader sociopolitical and environmental context of industri-
alization and natural resource extraction. Curators based in the United States  
and United Kingdom will discuss how exhibitions of Turner’s work can address 
contemporary environmental issues and consider how museums can put contem-
porary works with environmental themes in dialogue with Turner’s paintings. 
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		  Discussants

john chu, senior curator of pictures and sculpture /  
senior curator for midlands, national trust

lizzie jacklin, keeper of art, north east museums 

jennifer tonkovich, eugene and clare thaw curator of drawings 
and prints, morgan library and museum

	 12:45–2 pm	 Lunch break (on your own)

	 2–3 pm 	 Panel Three: Turner, Tradition, and Modern Painting
moderator: martin myrone, head of research support  
and pathways, paul mellon centre for studies in british art,  
and convenor, british art network 

This panel considers a paradox: Turner is often portrayed as a harbinger of  
late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century Impressionism and abstraction,  
yet he made constant and overt reference in his art to major artists of the past. 
How is Turner being embraced and interpreted as an artist who both self-
consciously worked within a longstanding tradition and broke radically  
with traditional painting practices? How are curators engaging with Turner’s 
elusive relationship to modernity and tradition? What is Turner’s relevance  
to contemporary artistic practice?   

		  Discussants

amy concannon, manton senior curator of historic british art, 
tate

anni a. pullagura, margaret and terry stent associate curator  
of american art, high museum of art

nicholas bell, president and ceo, glenbow

	

	 3–3:30 pm    	 Closing remarks and reflections on J. M. W. Turner:  
		  Romance and Reality

lucinda lax, interim head of curatorial division, ycba,  
and tim barringer, paul mellon professor of the history of art, 
yale university 


